FAB-100 Reception Hosted at Hilton Austin Airport Hotel
Time: 7/30 Sunday 2:00 p.m.
Venue: Hilton Austin Airport Hotel
This event is Invitation-Only. CASPA has 15 seats.
Background

In the spring of 1945, 100 Chinese officers were carefully selected for a highly classified special assignment. On April 14, 1945 they were ordered to board a plane bound for the U. S.  The nature of their assignment was not disclosed.  They became known as the FAB-100 and their unit was positioned directly under the headquarters of the Chinese National Central Military Commission in Chungking (the U. S. War Department’s counterpart.)

The members of the FAB 100 were all young officers, and some were recent college graduates. Many had been enrolled in the Chinese Southwest Associated University, which had been set up by the Nationalist Chinese to continue the education of students displaced from their home universities in Beijing and Nanjing during the Japanese occupation.  Each officer was fluent in English and well-versed in American Military doctrine.  Many had seen heavy combat.

Their departure from China was clandestine.  The first leg was flown in C-47 Dakotas over the Himalayas into India where they transferred to C-54s.  The second leg took them Cairo, Casablanca, the Azores and then on to Newfoundland.  The trip did not allow for any layovers at the numerous refueling stops to preclude tipping off Axis agents that Chinese officers were hurrying westward to the United States.  “The mission priority was so high that we flew into and around weather that would have grounded other aircraft,” stated Tommy Cheng, one of the FAB 1001.  So highly classified was their mission, that U.S. general officers in New York were unaware of the  Chinese officers’ arrival. 

They arrived in two separate groups: the first 50 left Kunming, China (home of the American volunteer group “Flying Tigers”) on April 17, 1945 arriving at LaGuardia Marine Air Terminal in New York on April 21, 1945.  Their next stop was the San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center at Randolph Field where they lived in isolation until new orders arrived from Washington.  The second group left Kunming on June 19, 1945 arriving on June 24.  They were sent to Minter Air Field in Bakersfield, CA.

While in China, the young officers interpreted and translated for the members of the American Army Liaison teams who worked with their counterparts in the Chinese Ground Force. According to former FAB 100 member S. L. Wang, “we learned how to lob grenades ourselves, then turned around and showed the recruit how to cock his elbow. We learned how to read the “T/O”s (Table of Organization) and were called upon to interpret, and even mediate between the Chinese and American generals across the table.”2
When they came to America they found the work to be more structured and often less intense.  They interpreted and translated for the American instructors and the Chinese Air Force cadets.  Occasionally they became the instructors.  They worked in classrooms, labs and shops, on the flight line and sometimes in the air.  They covered the specialty training for aviation mechanics, bombardiers, meteorologists, navigators, pilots and radio mechanics and operators.  They served at most of the major air bases in the South, Midwest and Western U. S.2 

From September of 1945 to the Summer of 1946, members of The Chinese Detachment were stationed at Bergstrom Army Air Field.  “We went there after V.J. Day and stayed until the entire Chinese Air Force Training Program came to an end in the early summer of 1946” according to Eugene Wu, former chief interpreter. “We took over the entire Bergstrom Field at that time and were known as the Chinese Training Detachment.”  According to the Austin American-Statesman, July 19, 1946, “The 52nd Troop Carrier Wing, wit headquarters at Bergstrom Field, was charged with the supervision of the operations program and the base personnel assumed the problems of housing, feeding and providing recreational facilities for the trainees.  

The Chinese soldier students were accompanied by civilian interpreters from the Chinese Foreign Affairs Bureau, who were assigned the work of translating eight training manuals, totaling 1400 pages…  Other school projects included the painstaking dubbing of Chinese for the sound tracks of training film used in the various courses.”

The FAB 100 never carried out its “secret” mission and the true nature of the mission has never been revealed.  Historians have surmised that they were part of an Allied plan to open a second front on the Chinese mainland prior to landing in Japan in order to draw off the Japanese troops from the homeland defense.  Japan’s unconditional surrender rendered this plan moot. 

Once the FAB 100 were officially disbanded in December 1945, the officers were given the option of returning to China or remaining in the United. States.  Of the 100, 56 chose to stay in the U. S. and continue their education, many receiving advanced degrees.  President Truman awarded 22 of the FAB 100 the Presidential Medal of Freedom for “meritorious service which has aided the United States in the prosecution of a war against an enemy.”  It took more than 50 years for some of them to received their medals and a few have yet to obtain theirs.

1 Air Force Times, December 1998 

2 FAB-100 Commemorative Album, 1945-1997 ad infinitum, by S. L. Wang
